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SIKH ADVISORY BOARD 
(Statutory Board Established Under Ministry of Community Development) 

 

2, Towner Road #03-01, Singapore 327804 

Telephone: (65)9436 4676 (Malminderjit Singh, Secretary, SAB) 

Email: info@sikhadvisoryboard.org 

 

 

Annual Report of the Sikh Advisory Board  

for the period November 2018 to October 2019 
 
 

1. Meetings of the Sikh Advisory Board (SAB or Board) 

The Board, which has been appointed to serve a three-year term from November 2017 

to October 2020, met for its second year of quarterly meetings as scheduled in 2019 on 

13 February, 22 May, 14 August and 6 November. 

 

2. Major Items discussed or addressed by the Board 

2.1. Proposed Amendments to the SAB Rules 

Proposed amendments regarding a more equitable representation of the 

structure of the community and sustainability and diversity of the Board were 

submitted to the Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth (MCCY) for 

consideration and final approval.  

 

The proposed amendments to increase the representation for the Central Sikh 

Gurdwara Board (CSGB) and the Gurdwara Sahib Yishun – from one to two 

members each - to ensure parity with other Gurdwaras, will remain.  

 

The MCCY asked the SAB to reword sections of the amendments with specific 

reference to diversity and gender. The MCCY advised the SAB to consider such 

amendments to be a part of any best practices guidelines rather than to be 

incorporated into the rules and regulations of the SAB as that will give the SAB 

more flexibility to review its diversity needs as and when needed.  

 

The revised document is now pending the Minister’s approval.  If approved, the 

SAB will have 17 members on the Board when the new term begins in 

November 2020 instead of the current 15.  

 

2.2. Guidelines for visiting overseas Kirtani Jathas and other Sikh preachers 

Malminderjit, Secretary of the SAB, presented the guidelines to the National 

Steering Committee on Racial and Religious Harmony. They were viewed 

favourably and the Minister requested that it be shared with other faith groups 

so that they may consider adopting them as well if need be.   
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Given that the visiting overseas preachers come from different backgrounds, the 

guidelines were helpful and the faith groups indicated an interest to adopt these 

guidelines too. 

 

2.3. Sikhi Hub 

The leaders of the Sikh community, including representatives from the CSGB and 

the SAB, met and agreed to bid for the full 0.25 hectare land parcel in Bukit 

Batok which has been reserved exclusively for a Gurdwara.  

 

The initial plan was to use the space as a hub for both religious and non-religious 

activities catering to youth and seniors, including an aged facility for the seniors.  

 

However, based on information provided by the Ministry of Health, there are 

more than ample elderly care facilities in that part of Singapore. It would also be 

economically unsustainable for an aged facility to be built on the hub premises 

as there would not be economies of scale reaped. The Ministry of Health 

however advised that the Sikh community could make use of the Vanguard 

Nursing Home which is just about 200 metres away from the site of the 

proposed Sikhi Hub.    

 

The CSGB will spearhead and manage the Sikhi Hub project through a working 

committee of Sikhs with relevant professional training and experience. 

 

On 2 November 2018, the government officials involved in drawing up the 

tender terms visited the Central Sikh Temple to have a better idea of a 

Gurdwara operating in a residential estate.  The tender for the land parcel will 

be out around January 2020 and the CSGB will be bidding for the land on behalf 

of the community. 

 

3. Supporting Sikh Institutions in Singapore 

3.1. Work Permits 

The Ministry of Manpower (MOM) processes, approves and keeps records of all 

work permit applications of overseas staff for various Gurdwaras. The SAB works 

closely with MOM and gives consent on all matters pertaining to the work 

permit and miscellaneous work pass (MWP) applications by Sikh organisations.  

  
3.2. Sikh Education Foundation (SSEF) 

The SSEF confirmed that 19 students who were attending Punjabi language 

classes run by the SSEF were taking either Chinese or Malay as their second 

language in school. The Ministry of Education (MOE) directive therefore 

considered their Punjabi lessons as enrichment classes and accordingly 

disallowed them from attending the SSEF run classes (which are meant for 

students taking Punjabi as their official second Language). Official appeals to the 
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authorities by the SSEF and the SAB to allow these students to attend SSEF run 

classes have thus far been unsuccessful. 

 

The CGSB runs beginner and intermediate Gurmukhi classes at the Central Sikh 

Temple and the Sikh Centre on weekends for adults and children aged 6-12 

years. 

The CGGB has invited the affected students to join these sessions instead. 

 

3.3. Guests of Honour  

The SAB continues its role in helping to arrange for Guests of Honour to attend 

various events organised by Sikh institutions. Most recently, the MCCY Senior 

Minister of State Ms Sim Ann attended the soft launch of the Bhai Maharaj Singh 

Ji documentary on 8 September 2019.   

 

4. Other Issues handled, managed and supported by the SAB 

4.1. Guru Nanak’s 550th Anniversary Celebrations 

A range of activities were held throughout 2019 for Sikhs and non-Sikhs. These 

activities also helped raise awareness of the faith, values and traditions of Sikhs 

in Singapore. 

 

4.1.1. The celebrations were officially launched by Communications and 

Information Minister S. Iswaran at the Central Sikh Temple during the 

Vesakhi celebrations on 14 April 2019. 

 

4.1.2. The Sikh Heritage Day held on 8-9 June 2019 at Our Tampines Hub was 

a successful event which was very well attended by non-Sikhs, including 

non-Indians. The event helped to educate non-Sikhs about the values, 

traditions and heritage of the Sikhs. More than 2000 turbans were tied 

for participants over the two days. Singapore President Madam 

Halimah Yacob spoke with volunteers and gave plaudits to the 

organising team for a meaningful engagement event. Other guests 

included the High Commissioner of India to Singapore H.E. Jawed 

Ashraf as well as Nominated Member of Parliament Mr Mohamed 

Irshad.  

 

4.1.3. The Sewa Day Initiative on 10 August 2019 was graced by Speaker of 

Parliament Mr. Tan Chuan Jin. Through the organizers, the Young Sikh 

Association (YSA), the Singapore Sikh Education Foundation (SSEF) and 

the Sikh Sewaks Singapore (SSS), an estimated 70 upper secondary Sikh 

students worked together with the Marine Parade Town Council to 

clean homes in the estate. It was a meaningful day and an eye opener 

for the youth. More of such activities will be organized in future. 
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4.1.4. The Harmony Walk on 17 August 2019 saw Sikh participants 

commencing their walk from Sri Guru Singh Sabha (SGSS). 

Representatives from different faith groups started their walks from 

their respective places of worship and congregated along Race Course 

Road. All participants then headed towards their final destination at the 

Singapore Khalsa Association (SKA). The Harmony Walk was co-

organized by the SGSS and the SKA, in partnership with the Inter-

Religious Organization, Singapore (IRO). The Guest of Honour for the 

event was Senior Minister of State for Education and Trade & Industry 

Mr Chee Hong Tat. 

 

4.1.5. The documentary trailer on the first Sikh in Singapore, freedom fighter 

Bhai Maharaj Singh, was released on 8 September. 

 

4.1.6. A commemorative prayer service was held on 22 September at the 

Kranji War Memorial to commemorate Sikh soldiers who died 

defending Singapore against the Japanese during World War Two. 

 

4.1.7. In line with Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji’s 550th birthday celebrations, the Sri 

Guru Singh Sabha held an exhibition at its premises for one month on 

Sikhism and Guru Nanak’s life.  

 

4.1.8. The Nankana Sahib float was showcased through the streets of 

Singapore on its journey to the various Gurdwaras from 9-10 

November. It has since been dismantled and the organisers plan to 

recycle it for Naam Ras next year. 

 

4.1.9. Guru Nanak Dev Ji’s 550th Prakash Dihara Akhand Paath was held from 

10-12 November 2019 at the Central Sikh Temple. Deputy Prime 

Minister Heng Swee Keat was the Guest of Honour for the opening 

ceremony. 

 

4.1.10. In line with Guru Nanak’s pillar of Vand Ke Shankna (sharing), the Sewa 

Pledge initiative was started where the community was encouraged to 

clock hours of voluntary service at http://sewapledge.org. As of 12 

November 2019, the initiative had surpassed the 550,000 hours pledge 

made.  

 

4.2. International Conference of Cohesive Societies (ICCS) conference from 19-21 June 

2019 at the Raffles City Convention Centre 

The conference was given considerable coverage in the local press. SAB 

representatives and a number of Sikhs attended the conference. It included an 

intensive two-day young leaders’ program, which brought together individuals 

http://sewapledge.org/
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from all over the world sharing their ideas and putting into practice tangible 

deliverables. International speakers also spoke to more than 1000 registered 

attendees over the period of two days. 

 

Concurrently, a public exhibition included a video of how the different faith 

groups in Singapore contribute in maintaining religious harmony. Chairman SAB 

represented the Sikh community in this video. The faith groups also loaned 

various items for the exhibition. The SAB thanks the Central Sikh Gurdwara 

Board for the loan of a rabab and its accompanying write-up for this exhibition.  

 

In the ‘dial-a-religion’ segment of the exhibition, visitors could pick up 

designated phones and ask any question on the Sikh religion or culture.  To field 

these questions, the various Sikh institutions provided a total of 22 volunteers.  

A list of FAQs was prepared to assist our volunteers in answering the questions. 

A number of volunteers reported receiving calls and having to answer questions 

on Sikhism. 

 

4.3. Promoting Religious Harmony in Singapore 

4.3.1. Commitment to Safeguard Religious Harmony  

From 14 Nov 2018 to 6 May 2019, SAB participated in a number of 

meetings on Strengthening our Social Cohesion held with the 

Permanent Secretary and officers from MHA and the MCCY to work on 

the social cohesion pledge. 

 

SAB then arranged for MCCY officials to brief the Coordinating Council 

of Sikh Institutions (CCSI) on the Commitment to Safeguard Religious 

Harmony in Singapore pledge and received their endorsement 

thereafter. The MCCY will be following up with profiling some stories on 

this initiative. 

 

4.3.2. Maintenance of Religious Harmony Act (MRHA) 

The government has recently made amendments to the MRHA which 
would have a bearing on the running of our Sikh institutions. The SAB 
actively participated and provided useful feedback on the amendments 
proposed. 

 

A summary of the key messages in the amendments and the SAB’s 
statement of support of the MRHA (see Appendix 1) were circulated to 
CCSI members for dissemination to their respective members. The 
SAB’s statement in support of MRHA is on its website as well.  
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4.4. Building Community Relations 

4.4.1. Celebrating together 

The SAB represented the Sikh community at events like the Hindu 

Endowments Board Deepavali reception on 8 November 2018 and the 

Harmony Iftar on 26 May 2019 at Kampong Ubi CC.  

 

4.4.2. Guru Nanak’s Birthday Celebrations  

The Working Group on the National Committee for Racial and Religious 

Harmony was extended an invite to the GN550 celebrations. 

 

4.4.3. OnePeople.SG 

At the request of OnePeople.SG, a briefing and a guided tour for the 

Ministry of Education staff was conducted at the Central Sikh Temple to 

create an opportunity for them to learn about Sikhism. 

 

4.4.4. Heartland Dialogue by the Chinese radio station 

At the Heartland Dialogue by the Chinese radio station on 28 July 2019, 

SAB handled questions posted by attendees on Sikhism relating to 

funeral rites, conversion and inter-racial marriages. The Dialogue 

hosted 450 attendees. 

 

4.4.5. Panel discussion 

At the Catholic Church panel discussion on 21 October 2019 on “Serving 

the Needy”, SAB requested SIWEC Chairman, Mr Gurdip Singh Usma to 

represent our community. Gurdip spoke on the principles of Sikhism, its 

three basic tenets, concept of langgar and existing efforts made to 

reach out and help the needy. 

 

4.4.6. Harmony Games 

The yearly Harmony Games are organised by the various religious 

groups on a rotational basis. SKA has been representing the Sikh 

community in recent years and sends a team to participate in these 

games. In 2020, it will be the turn of the Sikh community to host the 

games. SAB will work with SKA to help host the games at its premises as 

it did in 2013 when we last organised the games. 

 

4.4.7. Community Integration 

On 23 April 2019, the SAB met Dr. Chitra Rajaram of the Institute of 

Policy Studies (IPS) at the National University of Singapore regarding 

her research on the integration of foreign Indians in Singapore with the 

local Indian community and provided her with our inputs. 
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4.5. Christchurch attacks 

The SAB released a media statement (Appendix 2) in March 2019 in response to 

the terror attacks on the Christchurch mosques.  The SAB’s views were picked 

up and well covered by The Straits Times as well as by the Asia Samachar. 

 

4.6. Radhasoami Satsang 

The MCCY sought the SAB’s views on an application for an additional 

Radhasoami entity to be registered as a society. The SAB informed the MCCY 

that it will not support the additional application as they already had one in 

Singapore.  

 

4.7. Nirankari Oneness 

The MCCY sought the SAB’s view on an application for Nirankari Oneness to set 
up an organization here. The SAB replied that it did not support the application 
for it is deviant from mainstream Sikhism. It could cause disharmony and 
moreover import the politics of Punjab here which is not advisable. 

 

4.8. Evangelism  

A local church with a sizable Punjabi congregation invited a speaker from India, 

Dr. Harjinder Kaur for a talk. A banner prepared in Gurmukhi displayed in the 

Serangoon Road area advertising the talk was also shared online. Some 

members of the Sikh community were concerned that this was a deliberate 

evangelistic effort to target the Sikh community and raised it with the SAB who 

then brought the matter to the attention of the authorities. A check with the 

authorities revealed that Dr. Harjinder Kaur was brought in through proper 

channels and a Miscellaneous Work Permit had been issued.  A visual check later 

at their premises revealed that the banner had since been removed. 

 

4.9. Sindhu House 

A video taken at Sindhu House showing a group of people dancing in the 

presence of the Guru Granth Sahib Ji, had gone viral.  When contacted by the 

SAB, the President of the Sindhu House apologised as the action took place due 

to their ignorance. On his invitation, SAB arranged for a group of young Sikhs to 

visit their congregation to speak on the Guru Granth Sahib Ji and the respect and 

protocol that should be observed and adhered to. 

 

 

4.10. Brownface saga 

The SAB responded accordingly to the alleged Brownface racism incident and 

the reciprocal rap video by YouTuber Preetipls. The SAB Secretary was 

interviewed by several local mainstream media on his views on the incident and 

the appropriateness of the response of the rap video.  
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4.11. SG Secure 

The SAB met with the head of MHA SG Secure on 8 November 2018 and later 
with Director of the SG Secure Programme Office Eric Chua to discuss the 
possible involvement of Gurdwaras in the pilot run of the SG Secure scheme.  As 
none of the Singapore Gurdwaras fall in the geographical areas scheduled under 
the pilot run of the scheme, no action is required on our part at the moment. 

 

4.12. Falsehood matters  

The SAB attended the dialogue session with Minister K Shanmugam on 

falsehood matters on 16 April 2019 at the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). 

 

4.13. Marriage Counsellors  

At the Ministry of Social and Family Development (MSF) marriage counsellors’ 

and solemnisers’ appreciation lunch that SAB attended, the Guest of Honour 

MSF Senior Parliamentary Secretary Associate Professor Dr Muhd Faishal 

Ibrahim made a call for younger marriage solemnisers as most current registrars 

are above the age of 60.  

 

4.14. Vasantham 

MediaCorp’s Indian channel Vasantham was producing a documentary on Indian 

women pioneers in Singapore. On the advice of the Sikh Welfare Council, SAB 

recommended Mrs Sarjit Kaur Khosa to be profiled. 

 

4.15. Sikh Virsa Channel 

A group from the Sikh Virsa Channel from India visited Singapore for a shoot on 
our community as part of a series featuring Sikh communities around the world. 
Their stay was hosted by the CSGB. 

 

4.16. Intangible Cultural Heritage 

SAB assisted a team from the National Heritage Board (NHB) who were writing 
about Vesakhi which would be added to the NHB’s Inventory of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage under the category of ‘Social Practices, Rituals and Festive 
Events’. 

 
4.17. The Indian High Commission 

An offer by the Indian High Commission for our youth between the ages of 18-
25 to visit Gurdwaras in India was not taken up despite efforts made by SAB. 
Another offer by the High Commission for the Bhai Karnail Singh jetha to 
perform in Gurdwaras during Guru Nanak’s Gurpurab celebrations was also not 
taken up as all Gurdwaras had already booked their kirtani jethas by then.  
 

 
4.18. The National Day Awards 2020 

Nominations were open to all Sikh institutions. No nominations were received 

this year. 

 



Page 9 of 11 
 

4.19. Kirpan Guidelines 

The SAB has approved a request from the Inter-Religious Organisation, 
Singapore (IRO) to update the guidelines on carrying the kirpan as set out on the 
SAB website to include the words to be “worn under the dress” at point 4.  

 
Lawyer Satwant Singh raised the issue of a client who was refused permission to 
carry a kirpan into the courts and sought the SAB’s advice on this. Clear 
guidelines on carrying the kirpan which are on the SAB website were sent to him 
for his information and follow-up action. 

 
4.20. Turbans or helmets at worksites 

A member of the Sikh community wrote to the SAB to enquire whether Sikhs 

with turbans need to wear a helmet when working at a worksite. The SAB wrote 

to the MOM, which clarified that “MOM will not insist that a Sikh worker 

removes his headgear and put on a helmet when working at a worksite. 

However, we will prefer that workers at a worksite are equipped with adequate 

protection for their own safety. As for how a worker could wear a 

safety helmet with his turban, our Sikh colleagues wear a thinner headgear 

beneath their safety helmets when they conduct their inspections.” 

 

The “thinner headgear” in this case refers to the patka. 

 

4.21. Singapore Khalsa Association (SKA) 

A member of the public, Gur-Amrit Kaur, emailed the Secretary of the SAB, 

Malminderjit Singh, and former Member of Parliament Inderjit Singh asking for a 

name change of the SKA. Explaining her rationale that, in her view, some of the 

activities of the SKA and those held on its premises contradict the concept of the 

Khalsa, she said that the SKA should remove the word Khalsa from its name. In 

her email, she said that she had already written to the management of the SKA, 

other Singapore Sikh organizations and asked the SAB on its course of action. 

The SAB thanked her for her request impressing upon her that this matter is a 

private one for SKA and its members to resolve but confirmed that, since she 

had sought the assistance of the Board, it will convey her message to the SKA 

senior management and request them to give it due attention. 

 

The SKA senior management met with her and advised her to become a 

member of the Association and file a motion at its next Annual General Meeting. 

The SKA management subsequently informed the SAB that though she had 

collected the membership form, she did not submit it to the SKA.  

 

4.22. Social Media 

The issue of whether the SAB should have a social media presence, primarily 
through a Facebook page, was discussed. This was mooted by the SAB Secretary 
who felt that the SAB may need to communicate certain matters from time to 
time to the community and society and that since the current platform of the 
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website was inadequate to do so, a Facebook page would help in this regard. 
Some members were concerned that having such a presence may invite 
unnecessary trolls or unsavoury comments, whereas others thought this could 
be overcome by disabling the comments function.  
 
All in all, members felt that the Board should carefully deliberate further on this 
matter and assess if there is truly a need to do so.  

 

4.23. The SAB Annual Report 

The SAB Annual Report of November 2017-October 2018 was circulated to the 

MCCY and CCSI members. It was also uploaded on the SAB website by Amritpal 

Singh on 10 July 2019. 

 
4.24. Events and other meetings 

4.24.1. Various meetings and events 

Besides events/sessions mentioned in this report, Appendix 3 lists 

other sessions attended by the Chairman throughout this year. 

 

4.24.2. Bicentennial celebrations 

The SAB represented the Sikh community at the bicentennial 

celebrations launch on 28 Jan 2019 and was also one of the 

torchbearers on stage. 

 

4.24.3. Wild Animals and Birds Act 

The Ministry of National Development consulted the SAB on its 

proposed amendments to the Wild Animals and Birds Act for its views 

on: 

 

(i)  Prohibiting the feeding of wild animals and birds and  

(ii)  Prohibiting the release of wild animals and birds.  

 

The SAB replied on 17 July 2019 that it had no objections. 

 
 

4.24.4. National Day Reception 

The SAB represented the Sikh community at the National Day 

Reception 2019 at the Istana that was held as part of the annual 

National Day celebrations. 
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SUMMARY OF KEY MESSAGES    

MAINTENANCE OF RELIGIOUS HARMONY (AMENDMENT) BILL 
 

The Maintenance of Religious Harmony Act (“MRHA”), enacted in 1990, provided for powers to 

maintain religious harmony in Singapore. 

 
Following close consultations with religious leaders, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) had 
reviewed and proposed amendments to the MRHA. The amendments will strengthen the 
Government’s ability to safeguard against and respond more effectively to threats to our religious 
harmony. 

 
Key Amendments 

 

Safeguarding religious organisations against foreign influence 

 Singapore is vulnerable to foreign actors exploiting religious fault lines in our society, or 
imposing values which may not be appropriate for us and may undermine our religious 
harmony through our religious organisations. They can exert influence and control on 
religious organisations through holding leadership positions, donations, or their affiliations 
with the organisations1. 

 
 To safeguard our religious organisations against foreign influences which might adversely 

affect our religious harmony, the following provisions were proposed: 

i. Key positions in religious organisations should be held by Singaporeans or 

Permanent Residents2. Exemptions may be granted on a case-by-case basis. 

ii. Religious organisations to disclose any single-time donation of $10,000 or more if 

they are not from SCs or PRs. 

iii. Religious organisations with affiliations to foreign individuals or organisations who 

are in a position to exert control over them to declare such affiliations. 

 
Introducing the Community Remedial Initiative 

 A person who has wounded the feelings of another religious community may be required 
to perform activities under the Community Remedial Initiative (CRI). This is to help 
him/her better understand the affected religious community, and mend ties with them. 

 
 The CRI will be voluntary and take into account when assessing whether to prosecute 

the person for the offending act. 
 

Updating the Restraining Order 

 With the Internet and social media, swifter action to be taken to prevent statements which 

are offensive to religious communities from spreading. 

 

1 Religious organisations include registered societies, companies, partnerships, or any other body of 
persons that promotes religion or religious worship, or deals with religious affairs or the practice, 
conduct, teaching or propagation of any religious beliefs. 
2 If the religious organisation is a company, the leadership requirements will be imposed on the 
persons in the entity that hold positions analogous to the President, Secretary, and Treasurer, such 
as the Chairman, Managing Director, and Company Secretary. If a religious organisation is a 
partnership, this would be the partners of the partnership. 
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 Under the proposed amendments, the Restraining Order will take immediate effect once 

issued instead of the Government having to serve a 14-day notice before the Restraining 

Order takes effect. 

 
 If foreign actors are assessed to be adversely affecting religious harmony in Singapore 

through their influence over a local religious organisation, a Restraining Order can be 
issued against the religious organisation to: 

 prohibit donations; and/or 
 place restrictions on foreign leadership. 

 
 There is no change to the current process for confirming the Restraining Order – the 

religious organisation or person issued with a Restraining Order can make representations 
to the Presidential Council for Religious Harmony (PCRH), and the PCRH will then make a 
recommendation to the President to confirm, vary, or cancel the Restraining Order issued 
by the Minister for Home Affairs. 

 
Consolidating Offences Related to Religious Harmony Under MRHA 

 To strengthen and better focus our efforts in maintaining religious harmony, the Penal Code 

offences that pertain to religion will be consolidated under the MRHA. 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT           

The Chairman attended the following sessions/conferences:- 

 

1. 18 Oct 2018 - Did a survey interview with a private organization assigned by MCCY on “Social    

Cohesion”. 

 

2. 28 Oct 18 -Attended the finals of the Women Tennis Association at the Indoor stadium. 
 

3. 30 Oct 18 - Attended the National Steering Committee for Racial and Religious Harmony 
meeting. Malminderjit presented our paper on the Undertakings that preachers, ragis, etc 
have to sign before taking on the job. 

 
4. 30 Oct 18 - Attended the MCCY appreciation dinner with Malminderjit at the Singapore 

Chinese Cultural Centre.  
 

5. 5 Nov 18 - Attended the Christian/Taoist dialogue conference at the Church of Good Shepherd 
in Queen Street. 

 
6. 8 Nov 18 - Attended the Deepavali High Tea organized by the Hindu Advisory Board and Hindu 

Endowment Board with Malminderjit. 
 

7. 8 Nov 18 - Attended together with Malminderjit a meeting with Mr Eric Chua from MHA on 
the Sikh community’s contribution to SG Secure. 

 
8. 14 Nov 18 - Together with Malminderjit and some Gurdwara Heads attended a meeting 

chaired by SPS Mohd Amrin at the MHA Hq on having a Religious Harmony pledge.  
 

9. 19 Dec 18 - Attended the Interfaith Charity Dinner organized by the IRO at the Fullerton Hotel. 
 

10. 26 Dec 18 - Attended the Christmas celebrations at a church in Tanjong Katong Road 
organized by the Catholic church. 

 
11. 10 Jan 2019 - Attended the CCSI meeting in CST. 

 
12. 28 Jan 19 - Attended the launch of the Singapore Centennial celebrations at the Asian 

Civilisations Museum. 
 

13. 29 Jan 19 - Attended the SIWEC Council meeting in CST. 
 

14. 30 Jan 19- Attended the GN550 anniversary meeting in CST followed by the SSEF meeting at 
the same place. 

 
15. 31 Jan 19 - Attended the Presidential Council for Religious Harmony lunch hosted by Minister 

K Shanmugam at the Senior Police Officer’s Mess. 
 

16. 3 Feb 19 - Wrote an urgent appeal to the Ministry of Manpower (MOM) on behalf of Yishun 
Gurdwara to issue an exemption work permit for one Dr Sukhpreet Singh who had come on a 
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social visit pass to deliver a lecture on Sikhism. This was a last minute request which was 
unfortunately rejected by MOM. 

 
17. 9 Feb 19 - Attended an Interfaith Harmony lunch at the Harmony Centre. 

 
18. 21 Feb 19 - Together with Malminderjit attended a tea meeting with Minister Desmond Lee, 

Ministry of Social and Family Development (MSF) on surrogacy issues. 
 

19. 19 Feb 19 - Together with Malminderjit attended a lunch meeting with Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth (MCCY) on SAB matters. 

 
20. 28 Feb 19 - Attended a lunch meeting with Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs 

(MHA) on false and hurtful messages. 
 

21. 5 Mar 19 - Submitted and recommended additional religious workers for Sri Guru Singh Sabha 
Gurdwara to MCCY. However the latter advised that the application should go through the 
Ministry of Manpower (MOM). 

 
22. 13 Mar 19 - Attended the Singapore Khalsa Association (SKA) Vesakhi Mela. 

 
23. 14 Mar 19 - Attended a lunch meeting with Minister K Shanmugam of MHA on false and 

hurtful messages. 
 

24. 26 Mar 19 - Attended a meeting with Ministers Chan Chun Seng and Desmond Lee on the 
Integrated Resorts matters. 

 
25. 14 Apr 19 - Attended the launch of GN550 celebrations at the CST. 

 
26. 22 Apr 19 - Advised the CSGB to let the SAB know if and when they want to apply for a 

replacement marriage solemniser. Informed them too that it was not certain that 
a replacement would be approved immediately. 

 
27. 6 May 19 - Attended the CCSI meeting. 

 
28. 14 Jun 19 - Attended a Hari Raya party hosted by Minister for Muslim Affairs, Minister for 

Environment and Water Resources Masagos Zulkifli at the Raffles City Convention Centre. 
 

29. 21 Jun 19 - Attended a MUIS lecture “Faith and Future of Humanity” at the Orchard Hotel. 
 

30. 1 Jul 19 - Attended the “Eid Celebration” at the Harmony Centre. 
 

31. 10 Jul 19 - Attended a meeting with Minister for Home Affairs and Law Mr K Shanmugam on 
the proposed amendments to the Maintenance for Religious Harmony Act. 

 
32. 22 Jul 19 - Attended the Ministry of Finance’s appreciation tea reception for volunteers at the 

Marina Mandarin Hotel. 
 

33. 31 Jul 19 - Attended the Bicentennial Experience organised by Ministry of Culture, Community 
and Youth (MCCY). 
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34. 2 Aug 19 - Attended the Sikhi Hub meeting at the Central Sikh Temple (CST). 
 

35. 3 Aug 19 - attended the National Day Review Parade. 
 

36. 20 Aug 19 - Invited by MUIS to give his views on their proposed graduate programme for 
religious leaders at the Islamic hub. 

 
37. 24 Aug 19 - attended the Harmony Games organised by the Council of Christian Churches at 

the Telok Ayer Chinese Methodist Church. 
 

38. 18 Sep 19 - participated in the MCCY Leadership Advance programme at the M Hotel in 
Tanjong Pagar. 

 
39. 1 Oct 19 - attended the SSEF MC meeting in CST. 

 
40. 5 Oct 19 - Attended YSA's Leadership Graduation ceremony at the SKA. 

 
41. 14 Oct 19 - Attended the appreciation dinner given by the National Volunteer and 

Philanthropic Centre at the Ritz- Carlton Hotel. 
 

42. 19 Oct 19 - Attended the MHA appreciation lunch at the Pan Pacific Hotel. 
 

43. 21 Oct 19 - Attended the Steering Committee Meeting on Racial and Religious Harmony at the 
Singapore Chinese Cultural Centre. 

 
44. 23 Oct 19 – Attended a meeting with Sikh leaders on the Sikhi Hub project. 

 
45. 29 Oct 19 - Attended the MCCY appreciation dinner at One Farrer Hotel along with some 

members from the Board. 
 

46. 30 Oct 19 - Met up with CSGB representatives regarding follow-up matters on the Sikhi Hub 
project. 

 
47. 2 Nov 19 - Attended the Singapore Khalsa Association’s inaugural Singapore Sikh Community 

Lecture with Yale-NUS President Professor Tan Tai Yong speaking on the Sikh community - 
past, present and future. Prof Tan was joined by Mr Inderjit Singh during the dialogue session 
which was moderated by Member of Parliament Mr Pritam Singh.  

 
48. 6 Nov 19 - Attended the annual Deepavali high-tea celebration hosted by the Hindu Advisory 

Board (HAB) and the Hindu Endowments Board (HEB). 
 


